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What the Commission Report says on: 

 
THE COMPREHENSIVE ACTION AGENDA: SHORT, MEDIUM 

AND LONG TERM 

 
 
 
THE SHORT TERM ACTION AGENDA – TO 
2012: ACHIEVING INITIAL BENCHMARKS 

 
On Disarmament 
 
o Early agreement on a START follow-on treaty, 

with the U.S. and Russia agreeing to deep 
reductions in deployed strategic weapons, 
addressing the issue of strategic missile 
defence and commencing negotiations on 
further deep cuts in all classes of weapons. 

 
o Early movement on nuclear doctrine, with all 

nuclear-armed states declaring at least that 
the sole purpose of retaining the nuclear 
weapons they have is to deter others from 
using such weapons against them or their 
allies (while giving firm assurances to such 
allies that they will not be exposed to 
unacceptable risk from other sources, 
including in particular chemical and biological 
weapons). 

 
o All nuclear-armed states to give strong 

negative security assurances to complying 
non-nuclear weapon states parties to the 
NPT, supported by  binding Security Council 
resolution, that they will not use nuclear 
weapons against them. 

 
o Early action on nuclear force postures, with 

particular attention to the negotiated removal 
to the extent possible of weapons from 
“launch-on-warning” status.   

 
o Early commitment by all nuclear-armed states 

to not increasing their nuclear arsenals. 
 
o Prepare the ground for a multilateral 

disarmament process by all nuclear-armed 
states conducting relevant studies; engaging 
in strategic dialogues with the U.S., Russia 
and each other; and commencing a joint 
dialogue within the framework of the 
Conference on Disarmament work program.  

 
On Non-Proliferation 
 
o A positive outcome for the May 2010 NPT 

Review Conference, with member states 
reaching agreement on measures to 
strengthen the NPT regime, including 
improved safeguards, verification, compliance 
and enforcement; measures to strengthen the 
effectiveness of the IAEA; “A New 
International Consensus for Action on Nuclear 
Disarmament” statement on disarmament 
issues; and measures to advance the
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implementation of the Middle East and other 
existing and proposed Nuclear Weapon Free 
Zones. 

 
o Satisfactory negotiated resolution of the North 

Korea and Iran nuclear program problems. 
 
o Movement toward strengthening non-

proliferation regimes outside the NPT, and 
applying equivalent disciplines to NPT non-
members. 

 
On Both Disarmament and Non-Proliferation 
 
o Bring into force the Comprehensive Nuclear-

Test-Ban Treaty. 
 
o Conclude negotiations on a  Fissile Material 

Cut-off Treaty. 
 
On Nuclear Security  
 
o Bring into force the 2005 Amendment to the 

Convention on the Physical Protection of 
Nuclear Material, accelerate implementation 
of the cooperative threat reduction and 
associated programs designed to secure 
dangerous nuclear weapons, materials and 
technology worldwide, and achieve greater 
commitment to international capacity building 
and information sharing. 

 
On Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy 
 
o Movement toward greater multilateralization 

of the nuclear fuel cycle, and government-
industry cooperation on proliferation-resistant 
technologies and other measures designed to 
reduce any risks associated with the 
expansion of civil nuclear energy. 

 
o Promotion of international cooperation on 

nuclear energy infrastructure to raise 
awareness worldwide of the importance of the 
three Ss – safeguards, security and safety – 
and assist countries concerned in developing 
relevant measures. 

 
[Section 17] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE MEDIUM TERM ACTION AGENDA – 
TO 2025: GETTING TO THE MINIMIZATION 
POINT 
 
o Progressive achievement of interim 

disarmament objectives, culminating by 2025 
in a “minimization point” characterized by: 

- low numbers: a world with no more 
than 2,000 nuclear warheads (less 
than 10 per cent of today’s arsenals) 

- agreed doctrine: every nuclear armed 
state committed to no first use  

- credible force postures:  verifiable 
deployments and alert status 
reflecting that doctrine. 

o Progressive resolution of parallel security 
issues likely to impact on nuclear 
disarmament negotiations 

- missile delivery systems and strategic 
missile defence  

- space based weapons systems 
- biological weapons 
- conventional arms imbalances. 

 
o Development and building of support for a 

comprehensive Nuclear Weapons Convention 
to legally underpin the ultimate transition to a 
nuclear weapon free world.  

 
o Complete implementation (to extent already 

not achieved by 2012) of short-term 
objectives crucial for both disarmament and 
non-proliferation  

- Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban 
Treaty in force 

- Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty 
negotiated and in force, and a further 
agreement negotiated to put all fissile 
material not in weapons under 
international safeguards  

- Measures to strengthen the NPT 
regime and the IAEA agreed and in 
force 

- Nuclear security measures in force, 
and cooperative threat reduction and 
associated programs fully 
implemented 

- Progressive implementation of 
measures to reduce the proliferation 
risks associated with the expansion of 
civil nuclear energy. 

[Section 18]
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THE LONGER TERM ACTION AGENDA – 
BEYOND 2025: GETTING TO ZERO 
 
 

o Create political conditions, regionally and 
globally, sufficiently cooperative and 
stable for the prospect of major war or 
aggression to be so remote that nuclear 
weapons are seen as having no 
remaining deterrent utility.  

 
o Create the military conditions in which 

conventional arms imbalances, missile 
defence systems or any other national or 
intergovernmental-organisation capability 
is not seen as so inherently destabilizing 
as to justify the retention of a nuclear 
deterrent capability. 

 
o Create verification conditions that will 

ensure confidence that any violation of 
the prohibition of nuclear weapons would 
be readily detected. 

 
o Create the international legal regime and 

enforcement conditions that will ensure 
that any state breaching its prohibition 
obligations not to retain, acquire or 
develop nuclear weapons will be 
effectively penalized. 

 
o Create fuel cycle management conditions 

that will ensure complete confidence that 
no state has the capacity to misuse 
uranium enrichment or plutonium 
reprocessing for weapons development 
purposes. 

 
o Create personnel oversight conditions to 

ensure confidence that individuals’ know-
how in the design and building of nuclear 
weapons will not be misapplied in 
violation of prohibition obligations.    

 
                                               [Section 19] 

 


